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Consumption of Ghanimah Properties!

Know that whatever spoils you take, one-fifth is for Allah
and the Messenger, his close relatives, orphans, the poor,
and "needy’ travellers, if you "truly’ believe in Allah and
what We revealed to Our servant on that decisive day when
the two armies met "at Badr'. And Allah is Most Capable of
everything. (8:41)

Ghanimah is applied to property which is acquired after
triumph. According to the ancient Divine teachings no one
was allowed to benefit from such properties. Such
properties were, rather, gathered and placed on some
open spot where lightening would come from the heavens
and burn these up. This was the sign that their effort was
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accepted. One of the few unique distinctions bestowed
upon the Final Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was that
Ghanimah properties were made lawful (Halal) for the
Muslim Ummabh. In these verses the rules of distribution of
Ghanimah properties are introduced. As explained before,
such properties belong to God and His Messenger. They
alone have the right to dispose of them. In this verse, it is
stated how God and His Messenger decided to dispose of
such properties.

Since the Prophet (peace be on him) devoted all his time to
the cause of Islam, he was not in a position to earn his own
living. Hence, some arrangement had to be made for the
maintenance of the Prophet (peace be on him) as well as
for his family, and the relatives dependent upon him for
financial support. Hence a part (one-fifth of the Ghanimah)
was specified for that purpose. There is, however, some
disagreement among jurists as to whom this share should
go to after the Prophet’s death. Some jurists are of the view
that after the Prophet’s death the rule stands repealed.

In this verse, the day of Badr has been called the day of
distinction between the true and the false. The reason is
that Muslims secured a clear victory at Badr. This
happened as a ground reality on that day, yet it was, by
extension, a day of decision also, the ultimate decision
between truth and falsehood.
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Un-planned battle!

"Remember’ when you were on the near side of the valley,
your enemy on the far side, and the caravan was below you.
Even if the two armies had made an appointment "'to meet’,
both would have certainly missed it. Still it transpired so
Allah may establish what He had destined—that those who
were to perish and those who were to survive might do so
after the truth had been made clear to both. Surely Allah is
All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (8:42)

The Holy Qur'an has virtually outlined in these verses a
whole map of the battle of Badr to give a clear picture of
this event.

This verse also indicates that the battle of Badar was not
planned since the Muslim force was after the caravan. Had
the two groups made plans to meet in a battle, at a specific
time and location, they both probably would have missed
each other.
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"Remember, O Prophet,” when Allah showed them in your
dream as few in number. Had He shown them to you as
many, you ‘believers’ would have certainly faltered and




1014 -T2 =" =

disputed in the matter. But Allah spared you "from that'.
Surely, He knows best what is "hidden’ in the heart. (8:43)

This refers to the time when the Prophet (peace be on him)
was leaving Madina along with his companions, or was on
his way to Badr for the encounter with the Quraysh and did
not have any definite information about the strength of the
enemy. In adream, however, the Prophet (peace be on him)
had a vision of the enemy. On the basis of that vision, the
Prophet (peace he on him) estimated that the enemy, was
not too powerful. Later when the Prophet (peace be on him)
narrated his dream to his companions, they; were also
encouraged and boldly went ahead to confront the enemy.

This event (visibility of low numbers) took place twice.
Once, it was shown to the Holy Prophet in a dream which
he related to all of them, and which renewed their courage
and resolve. The second time, when the two groups stood
facing each other on the battlefield itself, their number was
shown to Muslims as being small.

The wisdom behind this illusion was to make sure that none
of the two sides were to put an end to the war by deserting
the battlefield.
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Indeed, He has the best knowledge of that whichis in (your)
hearts.

It means that Allah swt does what He wills, and He
commands as He wills. He can make a minority overcome
a majority and weakness overtake strength. He may make
less become more and more become less.
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And to Allah "all’ matters will be returned for judgment’.
(8:44)
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Qur’anic instructions to success
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Key to success: Be steadfast and remember Allah!
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O you who have believed! When you face an enemy, stand
firm and remember Allah often so you may be successful.
(8:45)

Qur'anic instructions for success are being mentioned in
this verse. The first principle of successl/victory is
steadfastness. This includes firmness of both body and
soul. The second principle of success is the Dhikr of Allah
(remembering Allah) even in the most difficult
circumstances. To remember Allah and to be confident
about it is like a powerful energy which can make a weak
person strong. With this energy a person can overcome
against personal discomfort or emotional anxiety in the
most difficult scenarios. This makes a person strong
enough to face any kind of situation. At this stage, let us
keep in mind that war time is usually a terrible time when
no one remembers anyone, and everyone is consumed with
the thought of self-preservation. Therefore, this verse tells
that God almighty must not be forgotten in any situation.

Also worth pondering over at this point is the fact that no
other act of worship (Ibadah), except the Dhikr of Allah, has
been commanded in the entire Qur'an with the instruction
that it be done abundantly. The reason is that the Dhikr of
Allah is easy to do, a convenient act of worship indeed. You
do not have to spend a lot of time and effort doing it, nor
does it stop you from doing something else on hand. On top
of that, this is an exclusive grace from Allah swt who has
not placed any precondition or restriction of Wudu
(ablution), Taharah (state of purity from major or minor
impurities), dress and facing towards Qiblah (direction of
Ka'bah) etc., in its performance. This can be done by
anyone under all states, with Wudu or without, standing,
sitting or lying down. And Dhikr of Allah is not limited to the
act of remembering Allah only verbally or by heart, instead

10
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of which, any permissible act which is performed by
remaining within the parameters of obedience to the Holy
Prophet shall also be counted as the Dhikr of Allah. This is
supported by what is said in some narrations: The sleep of
a practical scholar is counted as worship. There is nothing
unusual about it as we commonly notice that people who
handle hard labour would habitually take to a set of words
or some beat or jingle or song and are heard humming it
while working. The Holy Qur‘an has blessed Muslims with
an alternate for it, something which is based on countless
advantages and wise considerations. Therefore, towards
the end of the verse, it was said: so that you may be
successful. It means if you went on to master these two
tested techniques of standing firm and remembering Allah
- and used it on the most difficult situation - then, you can
be sure that victory, prosperity and success are all yours.
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Obedience, Unity and Self-restraint!

Obey Allah and His Messenger and do not dispute with one
another, or you would be discouraged and weakened.
Persevere! Surely Allah is with those who persevere. (8:46)

Help and support from Allah (swt) can be expected to come
only through obedience to Him. Negligence and
disobedience can only be the causes of the displeasure of
Allah and a certain deprivation from whatever grace could
come from Him. Thus, in the above verses, we have been
given four instructions for success:

1. Steadfastness and firmness

2. Dhikr of Allah (Remembering Allah in every situation)
3. Obedience of Allah and His Messenger

4. Unity

5. Self-restraint

In this verse the believers were asked to exercise self-
restraint. They were required to refrain from haste, panic,
consternation and greed. They were counselled to
proceed cool-headedly and to take well-considered
decisions. They were also asked to refrain from acting
rashly under provocation; to desist from taking hasty
action out of impatience. They were also asked to exercise

e
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control over themselves lest they were tempted by worldly
gains. All these instructions are implicit in the Qur’anic
directive of patience given to the Muslims. God extends all
help and support to those who exercise ‘patience’ (sabr) in
the above sense.
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Do not be like those who left their homes arrogantly, only
to be seen by people and to hinder others from Allah’s
Path. And Allah is Fully Aware of what they do. (8:47)

According to authentic reports, when Abu Sufyan
succeeded in getting past the range of attack with his trade
caravan, he sent a courier to Abu Jahl bearing the
message that there was no need for him to go any further
and that he should better return. Many other Quraysh
chiefs had also concurred with this advice. But, driven by

13
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his pride, arrogance and the desire for recognition, Abu
Jahl declared on oath that they would not return until they
reach the site of Badr and celebrate their victory there for
a few days.The outcome was that he and his fellow leaders
found themselves dumped there forever. Muslims have
been instructed in this verse to abstain from the methods
like arrogance and pride adopted by Abu Jahal and his
fellow leaders of Makkah.
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Deception of Shaitan!

And ‘remember’ when Satan made their "evil’ deeds
appealing to them, and said, “No one can overcome you
today. | am surely by your side.” But when the two forces
faced off, he cowered and said, “l have absolutely nothing
to do with you. | certainly see what you do not see. | truly
fear Allah, for Allah is severe in punishment.”(8:48)

Since its beginning, Surah al-Anfal has been dealing with
the actual events and circumstances of the battle of Badr
along with subsequent lessons learnt and related
injunctions given.

One such event from here relates to the Shaitan who misled
the leaders of Makkah, exhorted them to go to battle
against Muslims and then he disengaged, and left them all
by themselves right there in the middle of the battlefield.
Did this deception of the Shaitan take the form of scruples
put into the hearts of the Quraysh? Or did the Shaitan come
to them in human form and talked to the Quraysh face to
face? Both probabilities exist here. But the words of the
Qur'an seem to support the second eventuality - that the
Shaitan misled them by appearing in a human form before
them.

When the Shaitan saw the force of angels during the battle
of Badar, he virtually saw trouble for himself as he knew
their power. As for his statement that he was scared of
Allah, some scholars have suggested that his fear is
justified in its own place because he is fully aware of the

15



1014 -T2 =" =

perfect power of Allah (swt). However, simple fear without
faith and obedience is useless.

The Qur'an has mentioned this habit of the Shaitan
repeatedly. One such verse says: “It is like the Shaitan
when he tells man: "Disbelieve.” Then, after he becomes a
disbeliever, he says: "l have nothing to do with you. | am
scared of Allah, the Lord of all the worlds". (569:16)
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"Remember’ when the hypocrites and those with sickness
in their hearts said, “These "believers™ are deluded by their

faith.” But whoever puts their trust in Allah, surely Allah is
Almighty, All-Wise. (8:49)

Observing that a small number of resourceless Muslims
ware getting ready to confront the powerful Quraysh and
the hypocrites as well. The Quresh and hypocrites were
sure that the Muslims would face a total defeat. They were
puzzled by how the Prophet (peace be on him), in whom the
Muslims believed, had cast such a spell over them that they
were altogether incapable of rational calculation and were
hence rushing straight into loss and self -destruction.
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Whoever puts their trust in Allah, surely Allah is Almighty,
All-Wise. (8:49)
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This is "'the reward’ for what your hands have done. And
Allah is never unjust to "His™ creation.” (8:51)

Addressing the Quresh of Makkah, the Quran says that the
punishment of this world and the Hereafter was nothing but
what they had earned with their own hands. It means that
the punishment coming to them was a direct outcome of
their own deeds. And as for Allah (swt), He was not the kind
of authority who would bring injustice upon His servants
and go about subjecting someone to punishment just for no
reason.
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Punishment of Sins!

Their fate is that of the people of Pharaoh and those before
them—they all disbelieved in Allah’s signs, so Allah seized
them for their sins. Indeed, Allah is All-Powerful, severe in
punishment. (8:52)
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This is because Allah would never discontinue His favour
to people until they discontinue their faith. Surely Allah is
All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (8:53)
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Surely Allah does not like those who betray.
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Chapter - 8: The Repentance
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And Allah turns in forgiveness to whom He wills; and Allah
is Knowing and Wise.
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The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained by
those who believe in Allah and the Last Day and establish
prayer and give Zakah and do not fear except Allah, foritis
expected that those will be of the [rightly] guided.
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They have taken their scholars and monks as Lords
besides Allah.
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O you who have believed, indeed many of the scholars and
the monks devour the wealth of people unjustly and avert
[them] from the way of Allah.
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And those who hoard gold and silver and spend it not in the
way of Allah - give them tidings of a painful punishment.
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Indeed, the number of months ordained by Allah is twelve—
in Allah’s Record since the day He created the heavens
and the earth—of which four are sacred.
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Reality of this World

The enjoyment of this worldly life is insignificant compared
to that of the Hereafter.
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He was only one of two. While they both were in the cave,
he (Prophet Mohamad) reassured his companion, “Do not
worry; Allah is certainly with us.” So Allah sent down His
tranquillity upon the Prophet...
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Zakaat is only for the poor and the needy, for those
employed to administer it, for bringing hearts together "to
the faith’, for "freeing’ slaves, for those in debt, for Allah’s
cause, and for ‘stranded’ travellers. This is’ an obligation
from Allah. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
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Learn Lessons from the Past
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Has there not reached them the news of those before them
— the people of Noah and [the tribes of] Aad and Thamud
and the people of Abraham and the companions [i.e.,
dwellers] of Madyan and the towns overturned? Their
messengers came to them with clear proofs. And Allah
would never have wronged them, but they were wronging
themselves.
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But pleasure from Allah is greater. It is that which is the
great attainment.
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And among them are those who made a covenant with
Allah, [saying], "If He should give us from His bounty, we
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will surely spend in charity, and we will surely be among
the righteous.
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But when He gave them from His bounty, they were stingy
with it and turned away while they refused.
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So they should laugh a little and [then] weep much as
recompense for what they used to earn
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Some nomadic Arabs "also’ came with excuses, seeking
exemption.
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Disable People are exempt

There is no blame on the weak, the sick, or those lacking
the means, as long as they are true to Allah and His
Messenger. There is no blame on the good-doers. And
Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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For Feedback, Comments and Suggestions Please

Contact:
Mobile: +44 785 3099 327
Email: hafizmsajjad@gmail.com
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