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Voluntary Work
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All praises are due to Allah, who has increased the reward
for those who engage in voluntary work.

Allah says: ak& S5 (] ‘9\9 > @b 3

And whoever volunteers good - then indeed, Allah is
appreciative and Knowing. [Qur'an: 2:158]

Allah says:
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Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and those
who are doers of good. [Qur'an: 16:128]
It is narrated by Ibn Abbas (R.A.) that the Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) once came upon some people who
volunteered to give people water, in that they would draw
water from the wells and then pour it into their containers.
Seeing this the Prophet (PBUH) said:
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Keep worklng for you are engaged in good work.
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Voluntary work means serving and helpmg others brmglng
benefit to communities and mankind. This was the spirit
and way that the companions of the Prophet (R.A.) would
hasten towards, each of them serving the community with
whatever gifts Allah had given them. This was the way for
the women amongst the female companions (the
Sahabiyaat) for amongst them were those who learnt
medicine and healing of the sick, helping to benefit people
with their expertise. These and other skills were put to use
as a means of saving lives, a deed that brings about the
pleasure of Allah, about which Allah says:
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And whoever saves one [life] - it is as if he had saved
mankind entirely. [Qur'an: 5:32]
Hence if one of us finds the path to voluntary work being
facilitated for them, then this truly is a blessing to rejoice

for, for it represents the means by which we can serve
people and bring benefit to others — and draw near to Allah.
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The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) recounted for us the story
of a man who removed thorns from a road that people
would travel upon. He mentioned how Allah appreciated
him for the goodness of his deeds and then granted

forgiveness to him, as the Prophet said: 3 (o5& f}f?} K
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"Whilst a man was walking on the road, he found a
thorny branch and removed it. Allah appreciated his
action so he forgave him [his sins].” [Bukhari and
Muslim]

So, in similar spirit whosoever is able to perform good
deeds or has a skill to benefit people and is able to serve
his community through these means, then let him or her
hasten to do it in the spirit of service and sacrifice. For
these are the means by which one draws near to Allah,
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earning reward, and serving his nation. It these people who
volunteer for the sake of Allah who are akin to the first row
of worshippers in prayer, in that they have a reward and
closeness to Allah, and also attain unto an esteem and rank
with people. They are those who receive the pleasure and
appreciation of Allah as well as the gratitude and
thankfulness of people, all in recognition and appreciation
for their efforts. So, let us encourage one another to
voluntary work by which we can serve one another and
greater humanlty
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And with this, let us send our prayers and blessings upon
our beloved Prophet, Muhammad. O Allah send Your
peace and blessings upon him, and upon his family and his
companions.
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