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Consumption of Ghanimah Properties!

Know that whatever spoils you take, one-fifth is for Allah
and the Messenger, his close relatives, orphans, the poor,
and 'needy’ travellers, if you "truly’ believe in Allah and
what We revealed to Our servant on that decisive day when
the two armies met "at Badr’'. And Allah is Most Capable of
everything. (8:41)

Ghanimah is applied to property which is acquired after
triumph. According to the ancient Divine teachings no one
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was allowed to benefit from such properties. Such
properties were, rather, gathered and placed on some
open spot where lightening would come from the heavens
and burn these up. This was the sign that their effort was
accepted. One of the few unique distinctions bestowed
upon the Final Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was that
Ghanimah properties were made lawful (Halal) for the
Muslim Ummabh. In these verses the rules of distribution of
Ghanimah properties are introduced. As explained before,
such properties belong to God and His Messenger. They
alone have the right to dispose of them. In this verse, it is
stated how God and His Messenger decided to dispose of
such properties.

Since the Prophet (peace be on him) devoted all his time to
the cause of Islam, he was not in a position to earn his own
living. Hence, some arrangement had to be made for the
maintenance of the Prophet (peace be on him) as well as
for his family, and the relatives dependent upon him for
financial support. Hence a part (one-fifth of the Ghanimah)
was specified for that purpose. There is, however, some
disagreement among jurists as to whom this share should
go to after the Prophet’s death. Some jurists are of the view
that after the Prophet’s death the rule stands repealed.

In this verse, the day of Badr has been called the day of
distinction between the true and the false. The reason is
that Muslims secured a clear victory at Badr. This
happened as a ground reality on that day, yet it was, by
extension, a day of decision also, the ultimate decision
between truth and falsehood.

-9/3((&! Losb JbeTUl
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Un-planned battle!

"Remember’ when you were on the near side of the valley,
your enemy on the far side, and the caravan was below you.
Even if the two armies had made an appointment "to meet’,
both would have certainly missed it. Still it transpired so
Allah may establish what He had destined—that those who
were to perish and those who were to survive might do so
after the truth had been made clear to both. Surely Allah is
All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (8:42)

The Holy Qur'an has virtually outlined in these verses a
whole map of the battle of Badr to give a clear picture of
this event.

This verse also indicates that the battle of Badar was not
planned since the Muslim force was after the caravan. Had
the two groups made plans to meet in a battle, at a specific
time and location, they both probably would have missed
each other.
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"Remember, O Prophet,” when Allah showed them in your
dream as few in number. Had He shown them to you as
many, you ‘believers’ would have certainly faltered and
disputed in the matter. But Allah spared you from that'.
Surely, He knows best what is "hidden' in the heart. (8:43)

This refers to the time when the Prophet (peace be on him)
was leaving Madina along with his companions, or was on
his way to Badr for the encounter with the Quraysh and did
not have any definite information about the strength of the
enemy. In adream, however, the Prophet (peace be on him)
had a vision of the enemy. On the basis of that vision, the
Prophet (peace he on him) estimated that the enemy, was
not too powerful. Later when the Prophet (peace be on him)
narrated his dream to his companions, they; were also
encouraged and boldly went ahead to confront the enemy.

This event (visibility of low numbers) took place twice.
Once, it was shown to the Holy Prophet in a dream which
he related to all of them, and which renewed their courage
and resolve. The second time, when the two groups stood
facing each other on the battlefield itself, their number was
shown to Muslims as being small.
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The wisdom behind this illusion was to make sure that none
of the two sides were to put an end to the war by deserting
the battlefield.
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Indeed, He has the best knowledge of that which is in (your)
hearts.

It means that Allah swt does what He wills, and He
commands as He wills. He can make a minority overcome
a majority and weakness overtake strength. He may make
less become more and more become less.
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And to Allah "all’ matters will be returned for judgment’.
(8:44)
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Qur’anic instructions to success
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Key to success: Be steadfast and remember Allah!

O you who have believed! When you face an enemy, stand
firm and remember Allah often so you may be successful.
(8:45)

Qur'anic instructions for success are being mentioned in
this verse. The first principle of success/victory is
steadfastness. This includes firmness of both body and
soul. The second principle of success is the Dhikr of Allah
(remembering Allah) even in the most difficult
circumstances. To remember Allah and to be confident
about it is like a powerful energy which can make a weak
person strong. With this energy a person can overcome
against personal discomfort or emotional anxiety in the
most difficult scenarios. This makes a person strong
enough to face any kind of situation. At this stage, let us
keep in mind that war time is usually a terrible time when
no one remembers anyone, and everyone is consumed with
the thought of self-preservation. Therefore, this verse tells
that God almighty must not be forgotten in any situation.
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Also worth pondering over at this point is the fact that no
other act of worship (Ibadah), except the Dhikr of Allah, has
been commanded in the entire Qur'an with the instruction
that it be done abundantly. The reason is that the Dhikr of
Allah is easy to do, a convenient act of worship indeed. You
do not have to spend a lot of time and effort doing it, nor
does it stop you from doing something else on hand. On top
of that, this is an exclusive grace from Allah swt who has
not placed any precondition or restriction of Wudu
(ablution), Taharah (state of purity from major or minor
impurities), dress and facing towards Qiblah (direction of
Ka'bah) etc., in its performance. This can be done by
anyone under all states, with Wudu or without, standing,
sitting or lying down. And Dhikr of Allah is not limited to the
act of remembering Allah only verbally or by heart, instead
of which, any permissible act which is performed by
remaining within the parameters of obedience to the Holy
Prophet shall also be counted as the Dhikr of Allah. This is
supported by what is said in some narrations: The sleep of
a practical scholar is counted as worship. There is nothing
unusual about it as we commonly notice that people who
handle hard labour would habitually take to a set of words
or some beat or jingle or song and are heard humming it
while working. The Holy Qur'an has blessed Muslims with
an alternate for it, something which is based on countless
advantages and wise considerations. Therefore, towards
the end of the verse, it was said: so that you may be
successful. It means if you went on to master these two
tested techniques of standing firm and remembering Allah
- and used it on the most difficult situation - then, you can
be sure that victory, prosperity and success are all yours.

11
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Obedience, Unity and Self-restraint!

Obey Allah and His Messenger and do not dispute with one
another, or you would be discouraged and weakened.
Persevere! Surely Allah is with those who persevere. (8:46)
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Help and support from Allah (swt) can be expected to come
only through obedience to Him. Negligence and
disobedience can only be the causes of the displeasure of
Allah and a certain deprivation from whatever grace could
come from Him. Thus, in the above verses, we have been
given four instructions for success:

1. Steadfastness and firmness

2. Dhikr of Allah (Remembering Allah in every situation)
3. Obedience of Allah and His Messenger

4. Unity

5. Self-restraint

In this verse the believers were asked to exercise self-
restraint. They were required to refrain from haste, panic,
consternation and greed. They were counselled to
proceed cool-headedly and to take well-considered
decisions. They were also asked to refrain from acting
rashly under provocation; to desist from taking hasty
action out of impatience. They were also asked to exercise
control over themselves lest they were tempted by worldly
gains. All these instructions are implicit in the Qur’anic
directive of patience given to the Muslims. God extends all
help and support to those who exercise ‘patience’ (sabr) in
the above sense.
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Do not be like those who left their homes arrogantly, only
to be seen by people and to hinder others from Allah’s
Path. And Allah is Fully Aware of what they do. (8:47)

According to authentic reports, when Abu Sufyan
succeeded in getting past the range of attack with his trade
caravan, he sent a courier to Abu Jahl bearing the
message that there was no need for him to go any further
and that he should better return. Many other Quraysh
chiefs had also concurred with this advice. But, driven by
his pride, arrogance and the desire for recognition, Abu
Jahl declared on oath that they would not return until they
reach the site of Badr and celebrate their victory there for
a few days.The outcome was that he and his fellow leaders
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found themselves dumped there forever. Muslims have
been instructed in this verse to abstain from the methods
like arrogance and pride adopted by Abu Jahal and his
fellow leaders of Makkah.
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Deception of Shaitan!

15



1014 -T2 =" =

And ‘remember’ when Satan made their "evil’ deeds
appealing to them, and said, “No one can overcome you
today. | am surely by your side.” But when the two forces
faced off, he cowered and said, “l have absolutely nothing
to do with you. | certainly see what you do not see. | truly
fear Allah, for Allah is severe in punishment.”(8:48)

Since its beginning, Surah al-Anfal has been dealing with
the actual events and circumstances of the battle of Badr
along with subsequent lessons learnt and related
injunctions given.

One such event from here relates to the Shaitan who misled
the leaders of Makkah, exhorted them to go to battle
against Muslims and then he disengaged, and left them all
by themselves right there in the middle of the battlefield.
Did this deception of the Shaitan take the form of scruples
put into the hearts of the Quraysh? Or did the Shaitan come
to them in human form and talked to the Quraysh face to
face? Both probabilities exist here. But the words of the
Qur'an seem to support the second eventuality - that the
Shaitan misled them by appearing in a human form before
them.

When the Shaitan saw the force of angels during the battle
of Badar, he virtually saw trouble for himself as he knew
their power. As for his statement that he was scared of
Allah, some scholars have suggested that his fear is
justified in its own place because he is fully aware of the
perfect power of Allah (swt). However, simple fear without
faith and obedience is useless.

The Qur'an has mentioned this habit of the Shaitan
repeatedly. One such verse says: “It is like the Shaitan
when he tells man: "Disbelieve.” Then, after he becomes a

disbeliever, he says: "l have nothing to do with you. | am
scared of Allah, the Lord of all the worlds". (69:16)
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"Remember’ when the hypocrites and those with sickness
in their hearts said, “These "believers’ are deluded by their

faith.” But whoever puts their trust in Allah, surely Allah is
Almighty, All-Wise. (8:49)

Observing that a small number of resourceless Muslims
ware getting ready to confront the powerful Quraysh and
the hypocrites as well. The Quresh and hypocrites were
sure that the Muslims would face a total defeat. They were
puzzled by how the Prophet (peace be on him), in whom the
Muslims believed, had cast such a spell over them that they
were altogether incapable of rational calculation and were
hence rushing straight into loss and self -destruction.

22 2t Pt et < Sash agslh b Gl Gshaiad 05k 3
‘Lu'a FE o L2 50 e B BT S A YK A E 2 g
Sé ./ BT b WL Y J Wi p S VL i pd e sfesad

o o ool e LRl L S o e 6 Qs oA 5 S
DL o 3 2 S bne e Flonlo 70 LU pitor
NN IS IS Y (V-4 F A U .:.gu‘ér,m-q.pdu‘ut% AL
FIe G s gl ST 7 2 S8 e ) (B e 555 gL

deosF e P fr s Ll § Ui Moo 5 £l n s

18



1014 -T2 =" =

e el S P L1 S B i S M S Ui S os g1 135 e
G U Wl S LS

T e 1]

(49-J651) -asa 5o ) (8 4 (o US55 (g

el ey S s g i3S 2

Whoever puts their trust in Allah, surely Allah is Almighty,
All-Wise. (8:49)
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This is "'the reward’ for what your hands have done. And
Allah is never unjust to "His™ creation.” (8:51)

Addressing the Quresh of Makkah, the Quran says that the
punishment of this world and the Hereafter was nothing but
what they had earned with their own hands. It means that
the punishment coming to them was a direct outcome of
their own deeds. And as for Allah (swt), He was not the kind
of authority who would bring injustice upon His servants
and go about subjecting someone to punishment just for no
reason.
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Punishment of Sins!

Their fate is that of the people of Pharaoh and those before
them—they all disbelieved in Allah’s signs, so Allah seized
them for their sins. Indeed, Allah is All-Powerful, severe in

punishment. (8:52)
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This is because Allah would never discontinue His favour
to people until they discontinue their faith. Surely Allah is
All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (8:53)
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That was the case with Pharaoh’s people and those before them—
they all rejected the signs of their Lord, so We destroyed them for
their sins and drowned Pharaoh’s people. They were all
wrongdoers. (8:54)
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‘'namely’ those with whom you 'O Prophet’ have entered into
treaties, but they violate them every time, not fearing the
consequences. (8:56)
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Violation of Peace Treaty!

And in case you 'O Prophet’ see signs of betrayal from any
people (with whom you have a covenant), respond by
openly terminating your treaty with them. Surely Allah does
not like the traitors. (8:58)
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The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
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Whoever has a treaty of peace with a people, then he
should not break any part of it or make it harder until the

treaty reaches its appointed term. Or he should declare the
treaty null and void on equal terms.
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Surely Allah does not like those who betray. (8:58)
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Let not the deniers of the truth be deluded that they will
gain any advantage. Surely, they, can never cause failure
[to Allah]. (8:59)
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Be prepared against aggression!
Make your defence strong!

Meet the challenges regarding defence!
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Spend in the cause of Allah!

Make investment in Allah’s way!

Whatever you spend in the cause of Allah will be paid to you
in full and you will not be wronged. (8:60)

In this part of the verse, the great merit and reward of
spending wealth in the way of Allah has been described by
saying that 'the return for whatever you spend in the way of
Allah shall be given to you in full.'
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Accept Peace Deal!

If they incline towards peace, incline you as well to it, and
trust in Allah. Surely, He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (8:61)

The purpose of this verse is that there is no harm in making
a peace deal or offer of reconciliation when it is available,
even itis proposed by the opponents.
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Allah is sufficient against deceivers!

But if their intention is only to deceive you, then Allah is
certainly sufficient for you. He is the One Who has
supported you with His help and with the believers. (8:62)

The purpose of this verse is that if the intention of the
opponents is bad and if their real motive regarding
reconciliation is a deceptive strike against you - even then,
you do not have to bother about it because Allah is
sufficient as your supporter.

The Islamic principle is that if the enemy is inclined towards
reconciliation, then Muslims should welcome the move and
should not be reluctant to make peace even if they are
unsure whether or not the enemy is sincere about peace
deal. Since it is impossible to know the true intention of
others, allowance should be made for their words. If the
enemy is sincere in their offer of reconciliation, the
Muslims should not continue bloodshed because of
suspected intention of the enemy. This is important for
Muslims to keep the moral superiority during encounters.
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Mutual Love and Unity is a blessing of Allah!

He (Allah) brought their hearts together. Had you spent all
the riches in the earth, you could not have united their
hearts. But Allah has united them. Indeed, He is Almighty,
All-Wise. (8:63)

The strong bond of love and brotherhood that developed
among the companions despite the fact that they came
from a variety of tribes which had long-standing traditions
of mutual enmity. This was a Special Favour of Allah.
Uniting the hearts of different people and infusing them
with love and concern for each other is something beyond
human control. To turn severe enmity into deep love and
affection within a span of two or three years witnessed in
regard to the Muslim community during the life of Prophet
(peace be upon him) was doubtlessly a Divine Gift. This can
be done only by Him who has created all. Allah’s support
was the deciding factor in this development, and this only
serves to emphasize that Muslims should always seek and
depend on Allah’s support and favour rather than on
worldly factors.
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Allah is sufficient for you!

O Prophet! Allah is sufficient for you and for the believers
who follow you. (8:64)

The Holy Prophet has been comforted by telling him that
Allah is sufficient for him and his followers. So, he should
have no fear of an enemy, no matter how big, strong,
numerous or well-equipped. Commentators have said that
this verse was revealed before actual encounter in the
battle of Badr so that the companions, small in numbers
and virtually unequipped, would not be overawed by the
heavy numerical and technical superiority of their enemy.
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Motivation, Steadfastness and Resilience!

O Prophet, motivate the believers to battle (for Justice). If
there are twenty steadfast among you, they will overcome
two hundred. And if there are one hundred of you, they will
overcome a thousand of those whohave disbelieved, for
they are a people who lack understanding. (8:65)

The encounter at Badr was the very first battle the
companions had ever fought. At that time, they were in a
terrible condition. They were low in numbers with limited
resources. Therefore, in that situation they were
commanded to confront one thousand enemy. They were
promised Divine help and support if they were to show
resilience and steadfastness.
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Now Allah has lightened your burden, and He knew that
there is weakness in you. So, if there are one hundred
among you, who are patient and steadfast, they will

e
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overcome two hundred. And if there be one thousand, they
will overcome two thousand, by Allah’s Will. And Allah is
with the steadfast. (8:66)
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It is not for a Prophet that he should have prisoners of war
(and free them with ransom) until he has thoroughly
subdued the land. You settled with the fleeting gains (e.g.
ransom) of this world, while Allah’s aim for you’ is the
Hereafter. Allah is Almighty, All-Wise. (8:67)

The verse above related to a particular event of the battle
of Badr. The battle of Badar was the first encounter in
Islam, and it had come up all of a sudden. Until then, the
detail of injunctions pertaining to war prisoners were not
revealed. There were questions. If enemy soldiers fall
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under your control, whether or not it is permissible to
arrest them? And if they are arrested, what should be done
with them? What is the desirable position regarding their
release? As The Holy Prophet has come to this world as the
Universal Prophet of Mercy - he took opinions from the
companions regarding war prisoners and accepted the
one which provided mercy and ease for the prisoners - that
they be released in return of Fidya or some services. The
intention behind this move was that once free, these people
may embrace Islam or at least will have a positive image of
Islam.
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Had there not been a previous decree from Allah, a stern

punishment would have afflicted you for what you have
taken.(8:68)
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O Prophet! Tell the captives in your custody, “If Allah finds
goodness in your hearts, He will give you better than what
has been taken from you and forgive you. For Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.”(8:70)

Prisoners at Badr were promised better than what They
lost, if they become Righteous in the Future.
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But if their intention is only to betray you "O Prophet’, they
sought to betray Allah before. But He gave you power over
them. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. (8:71)
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Those who believed, emigrated, and strived with their
wealth and lives in the cause of Allah, as well as those who
gave them shelter and help—they are truly guardians of
one another. As for those who believed but did not
emigrate, you have no obligations to them until they
emigrate. But if they seek your help "against persecution’
in faith, it is your obligation to help them, except against
people bound with you in a treaty. Allah is All-Seeing of
what you do. (8:72)
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Helping fellow Muslims is an obligation!

But if they seek your help "against persecution’ in faith, it is
your obligation to help them except against people bound
with you in a peace treaty. (8:72)

Helping fellow Muslims is an obligation but this rule has an
exception.
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Mutual help and support are vital!

And those who disbelieve are helpers one of another. And
unless you act likewise (mutual help and support), there
will be disorder and corruption in the land. (8:73)
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Words of Praise for the companions!

Those who believed, migrated, and struggled in the cause
of Allah, and those who gave them shelter and help, they
are the true believers. They will have forgiveness and an
honourable provision. (8:74)

This verse contains the words of praise for the companions
who emigrated from Makkah and for the Ansar of Madinah
who helped them, as well as the attestation to their being
true Muslims and the promise of forgiveness and
respectable provision made to them.
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Restoration of original law of inheritance!

And those who later believed, migrated, and struggled
alongside you, they are also with you. But only blood
relatives are now entitled to inherit from one another, as
ordained by Allah. Surely Allah has "full" knowledge of
everything. (8:75)

This verse ended a previous ruling that allowed inheritance
between Muslims from Makkah and Muslims from Medina.
Now, only relatives can inherit from one another, whereas
non-heirs can receive a share through bequest, up to one
third of the estate.
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Chapter - 8: The Repentance
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Subject: Problems of Peace and War

In continuation of Surah Al-Anfal, this Surah also deals
with the problems of peace and war and bases the theme
on the Tabuk Expedition.

Name of the Surah

This Surah is known by two names -- At-Taubah and Al-
Bara'at. It is called At-Taubah because it enunciates the
nature of taubah (repentance) and mentions the conditions
of its acceptance. The second name Bara'at (Release) is
taken from the first word of the Surah.

Omission of Bismillah

This is the only Surah of the Quran to which Bismillah is not
prefixed. Though the commentators have given different
reasons for this, the correct one that which has been given
by Imam Razi: namely, this is because the Holy Prophet
himself did not dictate it at the beginning of the Surah.
Therefore, the Companions did not prefix it, and their
successors followed them., This is a further proof of the
fact that utmost care has been taken to keep the Quran
intact so that it should remain in its complete and original
form.
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Historical Background

Now let us consider the historical background of the Surah.
The series of events that have been discussed in this Surah
took place after the Peace Treaty of Hudaibiyah. By that
time, one-third of Arabia had come under the sway of Islam
which had established itself as influential, well organized
and civilized Islamic community. This afforded further
opportunities to Islam to spread its influence in the
comparatively peaceful atmosphere created by the Peace
Treaty of Hudaibiyah.
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"This is” a discharge from all obligations, by Allah and His
Messenger, to those with whom you had made a treaty
among the polytheists. (9:1)

This surah, which is perceived as a continuation of the
previous slrah, begins by openly terminating the peace

e
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treaties constantly violated by the enemies of Islam at the
time of Prophet (PBUH).
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So, if you repent, it will be better for you. But if you turn
away, then know that you will have no escape from Allah.
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And give tidings (O Muhammad SAW) of a painful torment
to those who deny the truth. (9:4)
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As for those who have honoured every term of their treaty
with you and have not supported an enemy against you,
honour your treaty with them until the end of its term.
Surely Allah loves those who are mindful "of Him". (9:4)
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Belief supported by practice!

But if they repent, perform prayers, and pay Zakat, then
leave them alone. Indeed, Allah is All-Forgiving, Most
Merciful. (9:5)

This verse explains that there are three conditions of entry
into the Islamic Faith. Though in normal circumstances
simple declaration of faith (Shadah) is enough to become a
Muslim but in special circumstances following three
conditions should be considered:

1. Taubah or repentance from unbelief
2. Performing Salah
3. payment of Zakah —

This is because, 'Iman (faith) and 7aubah (repentance) are
invisible. Therefore, two outward signs were mentioned,
that is, Salah and Zakah to verify someone’s Islam in
special circumstances.

This is the verse Sayyidna Abu Bakr (may Allah pleased
with him) had quoted in support of his campaign against
those who had refused to pay Zakah after the passing away
of the Holy Prophet. The noble Companions before whom
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he had made this assertion were satisfied with his
approach. (lbn Kathir)
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Grant asylum to those who want it from you!

And if anyone from the polytheists asks for your protection
'O Prophet’, grant it to them so they may hear the Word of
Allah, then escort them to a place of safety, for they are a
people who have no knowledge. (9:6)

e
55




1 O-DJ..L; -uTJJLKJ/j

Mt S e f UM Tunbptd Spu S Sarpna f SIS B
& Pt eboSyetic Sadu i e ts§pietm b Tuet Jes
-‘GVW/ Cralisa e 12 T u:ruﬂm/u/ J_uuzf J; IS B )

T VST V- (s PR (Y O SESY RN SRRV S s O W
rL/u‘f 1YY 5-2{;46{ uW.f ,’4.%.,,4&,1,‘52& & ﬁrﬂ#l;g,ylfa‘é/b/
ALl gaad) s ST .,wzi.:ui/,t,,lzm,yé_fiﬁf’.,f Ao e S s
K Y Iu eI e F U it $IUE G T 1> Tl

2E S jpIP ot E M Wy SIS la,:t,/jéb»u;é.u,ﬁéy
S | ORI Y S R PT G886 F OV Ay S o
g SOV 2 p ot S e s e U I 5V Ul AT 2 S sl S nlilod
rMu:f' PHAE Iy V-2 j;df?“}lu:,a;/;! ARSI ELT ez
4 e?

LS ook s st ii 09 2 B LS G Sl L) Lﬁ?@i Yy
e U1 bn Aol AF M TR MF S s$S U 2 S g gup 8 SIS
LLguf s-me RO UAS, LrKr_(/?:ﬁ‘,@;rLa?tKuslyj,:u?,m:ﬁ}f
AL LS BSELL S e a§IS S eSS elip L it io
B B ES i Frosis

w1y b 2T PSS E Lt NS, ‘go’f T SR () RS’
ST S 0 neumt sl 2 1 3SS b Bt s G ) Frerre o 17
SIS Ut et T U b S, B G| oS panss o822 AL 1T
it Bz S EATENAS NG S o gl (6= - miala i) ) ot 6
e s3SI =B S St B U g B

56



1 O-DJ..L; -UTJJLM’/}'

() -l G2l b3 8 AT

Lyl [3ag) sandinl® aSd galdin ‘-Aﬁ))"(u!//up /f Usabr 1

umu,z.ufuwuL,ngyd,u‘(m L Al bl g Al

Dol T e Iociti P Sl n et I e g Pl U5 ses e

U f ‘Jvu_fgw’ i SF Sr S s Bub$ oty 7o) 4o 3 KUt sLeu

1oLy o (ol A g BTG T paeslh Bk D 30sf U9

(- sS55 O s aDps kst Aty

Vi j S~ a UL

(7= ?) <Cuial) ind & &) 2] |3aniiold A80 aliic) Lab

o bl U e s f6 P L Ut f 6 esbo) B MF i by
Don’t break the peace treaty!

So, as long as they are true to you, be true to them. Indeed,
Allah loves those who are mindful "of Him". (9:7)

This statement of the Qur'an provides guidance for
Muslims that they should never compromise on truth and
justice even when they are dealing with enemies.
Whenever they have to take up an issue with them, they are
required not to slip into taking exaggerated approaches
and stances against them. This verse ordered that Muslims
should stay firm on their commitment as long as the others
remain committed and faithful to their treaties. The breach
of trust committed by other people should not become an
excuse to break the treaty of peace with them.
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How ‘can they have a treaty ? If they were to have the
upper hand over you, they would have no respect for
kinship or treaty. They only flatter you with their tongues,
but their hearts are in denial, and most of them are
rebellious. (9:8)
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Sellers of Faith!
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They chose a fleeting gain over Allah’s revelations,
hindering "‘others’ from His Way. Evil indeed is what they
have done! (9:9)
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They do not honour the bonds of kinship or treaties with the
believers. Such are indeed the transgressors. (9:10)
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Support the reverts!

Butif they repent, perform prayer, and pay Zakat, then they
are your brothers in faith. This is how We make the
revelations clear for people of knowledge. (9:11)
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But if they break their oaths after making a pledge and
attack your faith, then fight against the champions of
unbelief (Quresh of Makkah) —who never honour their
oaths—so perhaps they may stop.
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The conspiracy to kill or expel the Prophet!

Will you not fight those (Quresh of Makkah) who have
broken their oaths, conspired to expel the Prophet from
Makkah’, and attacked you first? Do you fear them? Allah

is more deserving of your fear, if you are "true’ believers.
(9:13)
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And Allah will remove the rage from their hearts. (9:15)
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And Allah turns in forgiveness to whom He wills; and Allah
is Knowing and Wise. (9:15)
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Sacrifice for the Deen!

Do you think that you will be left untested without Allah
proving who among you have striven hard "in His cause’
and never takes trusted allies other than Allah, His

e
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Messenger, or the believers? And Allah is All-Aware of
what you do. (9:16)

The addressees in this Verse were those Muslims who had
recently embraced Islam. It means to tell them plainly:
“Now that you have embraced Islam, you shall have to give
a genuine proof by a test that you have accepted it because
you believe in its truth and not because it has become
supreme in the Land. The trial is that you shall have to
sacrifice your energies, wealth, time etc and make genuine
efforts for the cause of Allah. Then you will be regarded as
sincere believers.
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The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained by
those who believe in Allah and the Last Day and establish
prayer and give Zakah and do not fear except Allah, foritis
expected that those will be of the [rightly] guided.
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Real Piety!

Do you consider providing the pilgrims with water and
maintaining the Sacred Mosque as equal to believing in
Allah and the Last Day and striving in the cause of Allah?
They are not equal in Allah’s sight. And Allah does not
guide the wrongdoing people. (9:19)

This question has been posed to bring home the fact that
the guardianship of a shrine or attendance at it or other
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religious acts that are done for show and are exploited by
worldly people to establish and maintain the show of their
piety, have no value whatsoever in the sight of Allah. The
real worth of a person with Allah is that he should be
sincere in his beliefs and make sacrifices in the Way of
Allah. And it is not lawfulthat the guardianship of sacred
places and institutions should be left in the hands of these
worthless people just because they happen to inhere such
rights from their forefathers.
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Deeds which carry huge reward!

Those who have believed, emigrated, and strived for the
cause of Allah with their wealth and their souls are greater
inrank in the sight of Allah. Itis they who will triumph. (9:20)
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Eternal Gardens!

Their Lord gives them good news of His mercy, pleasure,
and Gardens with everlasting bliss. (9:21)
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Say, 'O Prophet,” “If your parents and children and siblings
and spouses and extended family and the wealth you have
acquired and the trade you fear will decline and the
dwellings that you cherish—'if all these™ are dearer to you
than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His cause,
then wait until Allah brings about His decree. Allah does
not guide the rebellious people.” (9:24)
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Indeed, Allah has given you victory on many battlefields,
even at the Battle of Hunain, when you took pride in your
great numbers, but they proved of no advantage to you.

The earth, despite its vastness, seemed to close in on you,
then you turned back in retreat. (9:25)

In this Verse Allah reminds that victory comes from Him, by
His aid and decree, not because of numbers or resources.
On the day of Hunayn, the Muslims were proud because of
their large number, which did not avail them. Later Allah
swt sent his aid and eventually the Prophet and his
companions were victorious because of the help of Allah
swt. It was a Divine Assurance that be assured that Allah
will help you to succeed in your mission in the future.
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Then Allah sent down His reassurance i.e. tranquillity upon
His Messenger and the believers and sent down forces i.e.
angles you could not see and punished those who
disbelieved. Such was the recompense of the disbelievers.
(9:26)
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Then afterwards Allah will turn in grace to whoever He
wills. And Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (9:27)

“Allah will accept repentance” refers to the large number
of the disbelievers who embraced Islam after the victory at
Hunain as a result of the kind and generous treatment they
received from the Prophet (peace be upon him), in spite of
their former antagonism. Therefore, loving character of the
Prophet (PBUH) encouraged people to accept Islam.
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They have taken their scholars and monks as lords besides
Allah, and [also] the Messiah, the son of Mary, even though
they were commanded to worship none but One God.
There is no god "worthy of worship’ except Him. Glorified
is He above what they associate "with Him™! (9:31)

When ’Adi ibn Hatim, a companion of the Prophet, heard

this verse, he said, “But the People of Book do not worship
their scholars and monks!” The Prophet (PBUH) replied,
“Did their scholars and monks forbid the permissible and
permit the forbidden, and they obeyed them?” ’Adi
answered, “Yes, they did.” The Prophet concluded, “This is
how they worshiped them.” (Tirmidhi)
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They wish to extinguish Allah’s light1 with their mouths, but
Allah will only allow His light to be perfected, even to the
dismay of the disbelievers. (9:32)
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Islam will dominate as a true religion!

He is the One Who has sent His Messenger with "true’
guidance and the religion of truth, making it prevail over all
others, even to the dismay of the polytheists. (9:33)
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Warning against corrupt Scholars!

O you who have believed, indeed many of the scholars and
the monks consume people’s wealth wrongfully and avert
‘others’ from the way of Allah. (9:34)

Some Faith leaders are gquilty of two sins. First, they
consume the wealth of the common people by selling false

e
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decrees, and by taking bribes, gifts and presents on
different pretexts. They invent religious regulations and
rituals as tempt people to buy their salvations and fortunes
in life from them and make deaths and marriages
dependent on the payment of due price to these
monopolists of Paradise. To add to this another sin, they
avert people from the Way of Allah by involving them into
different sorts of deviations and by obstructing the way of
righteous mission with the obstacles of learned doubts and
pious suspicions.
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And those who hoard gold and silver and spend it not in the

way of Allah - give them tidings of a painful punishment.
(9:34)
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Punishment for not paying Zak’at!

The Day "will come™ when their treasure will be heated up
in the Fire of Hell... (9:35)

& L_lyor ~

e Gailly et A a4 oS oh Dl 588 A e )36l B3 )

2R
-

(36-,9) ~aja daz))
c,u:u’lcatﬁg,é.mfuﬁj,uwa,_,e;wu‘u%&/guu'n.ﬂi{;y’ém&fJu;:f’

_J!d:.,)b.:/] Jlg

85



1 O-DJ..L; -UTJJL/ﬁ-f“/A"

Indeed, the number of months ordained by Allah is twelve—
in Allah’s Record since the day He created the heavens
and the earth—of which four are sacred. (9:36)
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The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition
to disbelief... (9:37)

The pagan Arabs used to make changes in the sacred
month in two ways. Whenever it suited them, they would
declare a prohibited month to be an ordinary month in
which fighting, robbery and murder in retaliation were
lawful for them. This was one way of changing the sacred
months. The other way was to change the Hajj dates so that
the Hajj should always fall in the same season to avoid
doing Hajj in unfavourable conditions e.g. harsh weather.
In this way Hajj was observed for 36 years on dates other
than the actual dates. When the Prophet (peace be upon
him) performed Hajja-tul-Widaa (his last Hajj). these dates
by rotation coincided with the actual dates of Haijj
according to the lunar calendar. So, since then the Hajj is
being performed on correct dates.
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O you who have believed! What is the matter with you that
when you are asked to go forth in the cause of Allah, you
cling firmly to the land? Do you prefer the life of this world
over the Hereafter? The enjoyment of this worldly life is
insignificant compared to that of the Hereafter. (9:38)

The Prophet (PBUH) received the news that the Romans
are preparing to launch an attack on Medina. So, he
announced that he was going to march to Tabuk, located
over 700 miles to the north, to meet the Romans. It was a
time of hardship because of the scorching heat, the long
distance, and the financial situation of the companions.
Although the Prophet was able to mobilize over 30000
companions to participate in Tabuk expedition, many
others did not join with or without valid excuses.
Eventually, the Roman forces fled to Damascus without
making any encounter with the Muslims. Therefore, the
Prophet returned to Medina with a feeling of triumph. With
a new power now emerging in Arabia, many tribes started
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to switch their alliances from Caesar of Rome to the
Prophet of Medina (Peace be upon him).
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Reality of this World

The enjoyment of this worldly life is insignificant compared
to that of the Hereafter. (9:38)

The Messenger of Allah said: The life of this world,
compared to the Hereafter, is just like when one of you dips
his finger in the sea, let him contemplate how much of it his
finger would carry.
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"It does not matter’ if you do not support him, for Allah did
in fact support him when the disbelievers drove him out "of
Makkah™ and he was only one of two. While they both were

in the cave, he reassured his companion, “Do not worry;
Allah is certainly with us.” (9:40)
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The companion in this verse referred to Abu Bakr As-Siddiq
(May Allah be pleased with him), Islam’s first Caliph. He
accompanied the Prophet during his migration from
Makkah to Medina after years of persecution in Makkah.
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Serenity is a blessing!

So, Allah sent down His serenity upon the Prophet,
supported him with forces you "believers™ did not see, and
made the word of the disbelievers lowest, while the Word
of Allah is supreme. And Allah is Almighty, All-Wise. (9:40)
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Tabuk Expedition: No excuse for anyone!

‘O believers!” March forth whether it is easy or difficult for
you, and strive hard with your wealth and your lives in the
cause of Allah. That is better for you, if only you knew.
(9:41)
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Distinguish between true and false apologies!

'O Prophet’! May Allah forgive you, Why did you give them
leave "to stay behind’ before those who told the truth were
distinguished from those who were lying? (9:43)

Allah did not approve of the exemption which the Prophet
(peace be upon him) had granted to the hypocrites who had
put forward lame excuses. Though he knew it well that they
were inventing false excuses, he gave them leave to stay
behind because of his kind nature. But Allah pointed out
that such a leniency was not well placed as he gave them
an opportunity of hiding their hypocrisy. Had they
remained behind without getting an exemption, the false
profession of their faith would have been exposed.
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True believers don’t make excuses!

Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day do not ask for
exemption from striving with their wealth and their lives.
And Allah has perfect knowledge of those who are mindful
"of Him". (9:44)

zgrq;éﬁtj;thﬁutz;tjéﬁtj L-'Lu"}u“;}qliuf ?K’u]w‘l‘:}b/ 1 ulg’,ullu"'t" -
-Zﬁl)'uﬁi PEEIEN 1 )’d/ U? VJ;!UJL/ Iy

S S P

S IS S S I

96



1 O-DJ..L; -UTJJL/ﬁ-f“/A"

uuuuu

(45-9) -0 3335
uywan;gu:uc?d;éumn:Lu.‘fuur4u;£ai71,14ﬁnzugitwwjéf
st B

No one would ask for exemption except those who have no
faith in Allah or the Last Day, and whose hearts are in
doubt, so they are torn by their doubts. (9:45)

F S e syt S e (R U 1S U KP4

st $oed e Lt §S7 K SE LS TNl mtiioloted P P
WS- e ol VOBV S RV RT I AN ¢ (" & ISt
SuB e o9fsesed e S o $ 51 IS Tl 220 35
SUSF A CNTZ 15 B ol Yoo s 1 SIS ’ 6 oS ye
e

P -0 4 4 42 PT gy S 1 't ui‘gjgziu? ol
AL -2 S A o nE Lt Uh LN SIS S 1L s
b MR b ened ot L1 U Gl ¥
Y, Dy 98 PRI ~Cisdds 2

w;zfur@wz_/b;’ut;.umfu?u
(47-.9) <343 (i 3raia 35005
-u,‘!;ﬁ)’u’flg(érﬂr'lut}))u:fﬂl

And some of you who are prone to lend ears to them. (9:47)
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They had already sought to spread discord before and
devised every possible’ plot against you 'O Prophet’, until
the truth came and Allah’s Will prevailed, much to their
dismay. (9:48)
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There are some of them who say, “Exempt me and do not
expose me to temptation.” They have already fallen into
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temptation. And Hell will surely engulf the disbelievers.
(9:49)
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Enmity of the hypocrites!

If a blessing is given to you 'O Prophet’, they grieve, but if
a calamity overtakes you, they say, “We took our
precaution in advance,” and turn away, rejoicing. (9:50)
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Say, “Nothing will ever befall us except what Allah has
destined for us. He is our Protector.” So, in Allah let the
believers put their trust. (9:51)
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Intention matters!

Say, 'O, Prophet’ ““Whether you' donate willingly or
unwillingly, it will never be accepted from you, for you are
disobedient people.” (9:53)

This Verse is a sharp retort to those hypocrites who
desired exemption from Tabuk Expedition but, at the same
time, wanted to make some monetary contributions in
order to avoid the exposure of their hypocrisy, They
wanted to avoid physical service but were ready to make
monetary contributions. Due to their hypocritic behaviour
Allah replied: “Whatever you may contribute, it shall not be
accepted.”
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Bad intentions of hypocrites!

And what prevented their donations from being accepted
is that they have lost faith in Allah and His Messenger, they
never come to prayer except half-heartedly, and they never
donate except resentfully. (9:54)
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Two signs of hypocrisy!

They come to prayer half-heartedly, and they donate
reluctantly. (9:54)

We as Muslims are reminded here that negligence in
Prayers and unwillingness to spend in the way of Allah e.g.
Zakat, Sadaqa, are signs of nifag (hypocrisy). We should
make conscious effort to stay safe from these signs.
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So let neither their wealth nor children impress you 'O
Prophet’. Allah only intends to torment them through these
things in this worldly life, then their souls will depart while
they are disbelievers. (9:55)
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They swear by Allah that they are part of you, but they are
not. They only say so out of fear. (9:56)
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Selfish behaviour!

There are some of them who are critical of your
distribution of alms "O Prophet’. If they are given some of
it, they are pleased, but if not, they are enraged. (9:58)
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If only they had been content with what Allah and His
Messenger had given them and said, “Allah is sufficient for
us! Allah will grant us out of His bounty, and so will His
Messenger. To Allah "alone’ we turn with hope.” (9:59)
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Zakat eligibility criteria!

Zakat is only for the poor and the needy, for those
employed to administer it, for bringing hearts together "to

e
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the faith’, for "freeing’ slaves, for those in debt, for Allah’s
cause, and for "stranded’ travellers. This is’ an obligation
from Allah. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. (9:60)
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And there are others who hurt the Prophet by saying, “He
listens to anyone.” Say, 'O Prophet’ “He listens to what is
best for you. He believes in Allah, has faith in the believers,
and is a mercy for those who believe among you.” Those

who hurt Allah’s Messenger will suffer a painful
punishment. (9:61)

The present verses, like the previous ones, chastise
hypocrites for their absurd objections, hostility to the Holy

Prophet %% and their feigned professions of Faith on false
oaths.

The verse mentions the painful comment made by the
hypocrites against the Holy Prophet i3 They thought,

since he hears and believes everything, they had nothing
to worry about. Allah Almighty corrected them by saying
that His Messenger preferred silence against baseless
hostilities because of his high morals. He did not believe in
what they said. He himself knew reality as it was. He simply
avoided refuting them on their faces because of his
inherent gentleness of nature.
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They swear by Allah to you "believers’ to satisfy you. But
Allah and His Messenger are more worthy for them to
satisfy, if they are "true’ believers. (9:62)

The present verses, like the previous ones, chastise
hypocrites for their absurd objections, hostility to the Holy

Prophet %% and their feigned professions of Faith on false
oaths.
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The hypocrites fear that a sura will be revealed exposing
what is in their hearts. Say, 'O Prophet,” “Mock [as you
wish]; indeed, Allah will expose that which you fear.” (9:64)
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Profile of the Hypocrites!

The hypocrites, both men and women, are alike: they
encourage what is evil, forbid what is good, and withhold
‘'what is in’ their hands. They neglected Allah, so He
neglected them. Surely the hypocrites are the rebellious.

(9:67)

This verse provide a profile of the hypocrites. One of the
expressions used there: and “they withhold their hands”
has been explained in Tafsir al-Qurtubi as abandonment of
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striving for the cause of Allah and non-compliance of
obligatory duties. Then, the sentence that follows: They
forgot Allah, so He forgot them. Meaning that Allah
abandoned their prospects of better life in the Hereafter.
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Comparison between the hypocrites and the true
believers!
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The real losers!

Your ways are like the ways of those who have gone before
you. They were far superior to you in might and more
abundant in wealth and children. They enjoyed their share
in this life. You have enjoyed your share, just as they did.
And you have engaged in idle talk, just as they did. Their
deeds have become void in this world and the Hereafter.
And it is they who are the "'true’ losers. (9:69)
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Learn Lessons from the Past

Have they not received the stories of those "destroyed’
before them: the people of Noah, ’Ad, and Thamid, the
people of Abraham, the residents of Midian, and the
overturned cities "of Lot'? Their messengers came to them
with clear proofs. Allah would have never wronged them,
but it was they who wronged themselves. (9:70)
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Qualities of true believers!

The believers, both men and women, are guardians of one
another. They encourage good and forbid evil, establish
prayer and pay Zak’at, and obey Allah and His Messenger.
It is they who will be shown Allah’s mercy. Surely Allah is
Almighty, All-Wise. (9:71)
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Reward for the believers!

Allah has promised the believers, both men and women,
Gardens under which rivers flow, to stay there forever, and
splendid homes in the Gardens of Eternity, and, above all,
the pleasure of Allah. That is "truly’ the ultimate triumph.
(9:72)
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But pleasure from Allah is greater. It is that which is the
great attainment.
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They swear by Allah that they never said anything
‘blasphemous’, while they did in fact utter a blasphemy,
lost faith after accepting Islam. (9:74)
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If they repent, it will be better for them. (9:74)
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Story of an ungrateful person!

And among them are those who made a covenant with
Allah, [saying], "If He should give us from His bounty, we
will surely spend in charity, and we will surely be among
the righteous. But when He gave them out of His bounty,
they withheld it and turned away indifferently. (9:75.76)
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But when He gave them from His bounty, they were stingy
with it and turned away while they refused.

J Lol?;c—(U)g LJI’)U;‘; @Vd.%‘ Tl

118



1 O-DJ..L; -UTJJLM’/A"

g:.ul (}7 L)Td/ &:}»..{Uﬁdl

b (8 gf el [ V) G b i JUbL WS ks
OB Gl 328 JBA o (fedh Gia ol Tk Lp ol iuih Laja f
Sl Y Aol Aol f

wec s S Pet SIS Sl b (BT LUl S5 (B U
dbngTJlglgz'.lg?"“ Jv et %Laké“lgcu.‘ /Ll;’%;);l;«“t.cd ﬁ'd'}'%)bi‘j/ 7
d;)"n!hfb..:;d eI Sl AL NG A P hl Jos /{Lq:./lb';'l Ky
($i)-

OIS r: 26Ul A1y

T7- D=3

{_w,ﬁuz‘éu'n,,»,Ju;ulg;ﬁ&g}wu:ubéutLwr,ﬂn,;}'(Ku,éuutJut)?
&L esE S . g e B omse i 21

A serious note of warning!

So, "as a consequence of their misdeeds’ Allah caused
hypocrisy to plague their hearts until the Day they will meet
Him, for breaking their promise to Allah and for their lies.
(9:77)

From here we learn that there are occasions when the
consequences of evil deeds assumes alarming
proportions, so much so that one is deprived of the very
ability (taufig) of making Taubah. May Allah protect us from
this misfortune!
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All is aware of their evil thoughts!

Do they not know that Allah "fully’ knows their "evil’
thoughts and secret talks, and that Allah is the Knower of
all unseen? (9:78)
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Consequences of mockery!

"There are’ those who slander "'some of’ the believers for
donating liberally and mock others for giving only the little
they can afford. Allah will throw their mockery back at
them, and they will suffer a painful punishment. (9:79)
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Prayer of Forgiveness will not benefit hypocrites!

"It does not matter’ whether you "O Prophet’ pray for them
to be forgiven or not. Even if you pray for their forgiveness
seventy times, Allah will never forgive them. That is
because they have lost faith in Allah and His Messenger.
And Allah does not guide the rebellious people. (9:80)
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Those "hypocrites who stayed behind (from Tabuk
expedition) rejoiced for doing so in defiance of the
Messenger of Allah and hated "the prospect of’ striving
with their wealth and their lives in the cause of Allah. (9:81)
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They "hypocrites’ said: “Do not march forth in the heat.”
Say, 'O Prophet’ “The Fire of Hell is far hotter!” If only they
could comprehend! (9:81)
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So, they should laugh a little and [then] weep much as
recompense for what they used to earn (by committing
sins). (9:82)
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Funeral of hypocrites!

And do not ever offer funeral’ prayers for any of their
dead, nor stand by their grave "at burial’, for they have lost
faith in Allah and His Messenger and died rebellious. (9:84)

Example of Prophet’s compassion!
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Don’t impress by other’s wealth!

And let neither their wealth nor children impress you 'O
Prophet’. Allah only intends to torment them through these
things in this world, and "then’ their souls will depart while
they are disbelievers. (9:85)

The present verses carry the description of hypocrites who
had avoided participating in the Tabuk expedition. Among
such hypocrites, there were some rich people as well.
Their affluent life could have made Muslims ask, ~ when
these people are so unacceptable with Allah, why did they
have to get all those blessings in this world?"

In response, it was said that a little thinking would unfold
the reality behind what they possess from worldly
pleasures. These are no mercy and blessing for them. They
love wealth, guard it and keep worrying as to how they can
go on increasing it. They are never at peace. They collect
things of comfort around them, but genuine peace and
comfort never knock at their doors, for they are things of
the heart. And since this engrossment in the pursuit of
wealth makes them heedless towards the concerns of the
Hereafter, they indulge in acts of disobedience to their
Creator that in turn becomes the cause of their
punishment.
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They preferred to (send false apology and) stay behind with
the disabled, and their hearts have been sealed so they do
not comprehend. (9:87)
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People who deserve goodness!

But the Messenger and the believers with him strived with
their wealth and their lives. They will have all the best, and
it is they who will be successful. (9:88)
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Real Success!

Allah has prepared for them Gardens under which rivers
flow, to stay there forever. That is the ultimate triumph.
(9:89)
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Excuses for exemption!

Some nomadic Arabs "also’ came with excuses, seeking
exemption. And those who were untrue to Allah and His
Messenger remained behind "with no excuse’. The
unfaithful among them will be afflicted with a painful
punishment. (9:90)
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Disable People are exempt

There is no blame on the weak, the sick, or those lacking
the means, as long as they are true to Allah and His
Messenger. There is no blame on the good doers. And Allah
is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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No blame on those with valid excuses!

Nor ‘is there any blame on’ those who came to you 'O
Prophet’ for mounts, then when you said, “l can find no
mounts for you,” they left with eyes overflowing with tears
out of grief that they had nothing to contribute.
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False excuses!

Blame is only on those who seek exemption from you
although they have the means. They preferred to stay
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behind with the helpless, and Allah has sealed their hearts,
so they do not realize 'the consequences’. (9:93)
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For Feedback, Comments and Suggestions Please

Contact:
Mobile: +44 785 3099 327
Email: hafizmsajjad@gmail.com
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