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Your Lord is vast in forgiveness
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All praises are due to Allah. Who stretches out His forgiveness
at night, such that sinners of the day can repent, and Who
stretches out His forgiveness in the day, such that wrongdoers

of night can repent.
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Indeed, the month of Sha’ban is an immense month. In it,
one’s actions are raised to Allah.
The Prophet pbuh said:
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That is a month to which people do not pay much attention,

between Rajab and Ramadan. It is a month in which the deeds

2727 . dagdly ¢ 5212 . PN }J (1)



are taken up to the Lord of the worlds, and I like that my deeds
be taken up when I am fasting. [Ibn Majah]
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In it is a blessed and noble night, in which it is hoped that Allah
will forgive His creation. This is for those who purify their
hearts, and who do not hold rancor against others, and who
leave aside their beds [in sincere supplication and worship

therein].
For the Prophet (pbuh) said:
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Allah gazes upon His creation on the night of the middle
[fifteenth] of Sha’ban and forgives all of His creation except
one worshipping other than Allah [a mushrik] or one who
harbors hatred against another person. [Ibn Majah]

In other words, someone in a state of dispute with another,
should strive to ensure that they forgive the other person. For
their forgiveness from Allah is contingent on the degree to

which they too can embody the ability to forgive another.
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So, let us make the most of the month of Sha’ban, through

prayer and remembrance, the recitation of the Qur’an, and

through taking the means of ourselves being able to forgive

others: by letting go of hatred, grudges and rancor from our

hearts. It is through this that we can hope that our sins are

forgiven, that our deeds may be accepted, and that our ranks

may be realized with our Lord.
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Allah calls upon his dutiful servants by saying:
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Say, "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves

[by sinning], do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed,
Allah forgives all sins. [Qur’an: 39:53]
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Similarly, Allah says in a Hadith Qudsi (a ‘Sacred Narration’
that is directly attributed to Allah) that:
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O, My servants, you commit sins by day and by night, and I
forgive all sins, so seek forgiveness from Me and I shall forgive

you. [Muslim]

So, there is none greater that we can call upon, and none more
generous in their bestowal. He, the Highest, says:
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Indeed, your Lord is vast in forgiveness. [Qur’an: 53:32]
So, what are the means in availing forgiveness?
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Belief and faith in Allah and testifying to the Truth of His
Messengers are from the primary means of availing
forgiveness. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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Race toward forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden whose
width is like the width of the heavens and earth, prepared for
those who believed in Allah and His messengers. That is the
bounty of Allah which He gives to whom He wills, and Allah is
the possessor of great bounty. [Qur’an: 57:21]
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So, the believers are those who are forgiven by their Lord.
Pardoning them and drawing them closer to Him. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) is reported to have said:
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A believer will be brought to his Lord, the Exalted and
Glorious, on the Day of Resurrection and He would place upon
him His veil (of Light) and make him confess his faults and say:
Do you recognize (your faults)? He would say: My Lord, I do
recognize (them). He (the Lord) would say: I concealed them
for you in the world. And today I forgive them. And he would
then be given the Book containing (the account of his) good
deeds. [Bukhari and Muslim]
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From the means of availing forgiveness is the doing of good,
and righteous actions, as Allah says:
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And those who believe and do righteous deeds — We will surely
remove from them their misdeeds and will surely reward them

according to the best of what they used to do. [Qur’an: 29:7]
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So may Allah, exalted be His name, reward those who believe
and do good deeds with the best of rewards, and may He
forgive and remove their wrong deeds. Allah, the Most glorious
says:
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Allah has promised those who believe and do righteous deeds
[that] for them there is forgiveness and great reward. [Qur’an:
5:9]
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Likewise, is the role for those who perfect their Wudu and
guard their prayers, for these devotional acts are from the
greatest of means of drawing near to Allah. Through them
Allah wipes away sins, and raises their ranks. The Prophet
(peace be upon him) said:
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Not a person is there who performed ablution, and did it well,
then offered prayer, but his sins (which he committed) were not
pardoned between the prayer that he offered and the next one.
[Muslim]
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Similarly, when a person sits in the Mosque or the place of
prayer, then the Angels supplicate forgiveness for him. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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The angels invoke blessings on everyone among you so long as
he is in a place of worship with these words: O Allah! pardon
him, O Allah, have mercy upon him [Bukhari and Muslim]
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Likewise, someone who is avid in attending the Friday prayer
and adheres to its various Sunnah, Allah will forgive such a
person, for the Prophet said: &aify 636 (iasd d‘ ¢ g s Uogd 1a
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Whoever performs ablution and performs ablution well, then
comes to Friday (prayer) and sits near (the Imam), and keeps
quiet and listens, he will be forgiven for what was between that
and the previous Friday (of sins), and three days more.
[Muslim]
Ll Ja5 o a0 JLE e 1015 A1 se2h  GLANI &) sl Baka Gsdi e G
Gis Loy 1,4@,“ Of) Bl Dt 348 (st lacliady (piesdd 3aagd Gnaaill
D33 sty O ez 3585 ABIIANE O (Rels 3580 G5 1805055 1T dhc )
O You who seeks the forgiveness of Allah:
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Indeed, spending of one’s wealth with the intent of goodness
and virtue, is from the actions that Allah testifies that allows for
sins to be forgiven, and increases one’s reward with Allah. For
He, most Glorified, says:
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If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and

forgive you. And Allah is Most Appreciative and Forbearing.
[Qur’an: 64:17]

For Charity erases one’s wrongdoings and lightens one’s

account.
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Similarly, from the means of availing forgiveness is showing
goodly behavior (Ihsan) to the people. For Allah forgives the
person of Thsan in his dealings with people, one who is
easygoing and gentle in his words and deeds. The Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) is reported to have
said:
523 13) S bt 13 s < 613y Mo O (KB B S5 A 58
Allah forgave a man who was before you: He ;Vas tolerant
when selling, tolerant when purchasing, and tolerant when
repaying. [Tirmidhi]
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Likewise, the remembrance of Allah is from the greatest means
of forgiveness, for the Messenger of Allah said: :J; s q;:ﬁ\ Pv
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There is not anyone upon the earth who says: ‘None has the
right to be worshipped but Allah, and Allah is the Greatest, and
there is no might nor power except by Allah, (La ilaha illallah,
wa Allahu akbar, wa 13 hawla wa 1a quwwata illa billah) except
that his sins shall be pardoned, even if they were like the foam
of the sea. [Tirmidhi]
And from the greatest of remembrance one can make of Allah
that he can hope to attain forgiveness of Allah is: v.‘.lJ--\ Y ‘52 49
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None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, the Forbearing,
the Most Kind. Glory be to Allah, Lord of the magnificent
Throne; praise be to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds.
[Tirmidhi]
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So whoever increases in asking forgiveness from Allah, will

attain forgiveness from Him. As He says:
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And ask forgiveness of Allah . Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful. [Qur’an: 2:199]
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And whoever does a wrong or wrongs himself but then seeks
forgiveness of Allah will find Allah Forgiving and Merciful.
[Qur’an: 4:110]

Our Prophet gave us the glad tidings that:
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If anyone says: "I ask forgiveness of Allah than Whom there is
no deity, the Living, the eternal, and I turn to Him in
repentance," he will be forgiven. [Abu Dawud]
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So ask much forgiveness from your Lord in the night and day,

for yourself, and for your parents. For to specifically seek for

them is from the guidance of the Prophets (peace be upon

them all), as the Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) said:
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Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers the Day
the account is established. Qur’an: 14:41]
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Indeed such supplication and asking for forgiveness shall
eventually meet the parents with something of joy and glad
tidings, as the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon
him) said: & .05 @iy (&3 0s &1 - Jedd i 453 A 0 &y
A man will be raised in status in Paradise and will say: "Where
did this come from?' And it will be said: ‘From your son's
praying for forgiveness for you.’ [Ibn Majah]
So seek forgiveness for your parents and your family that
preceded you in meeting their Lord, from your relatives, and
whosoever did any goodness to you. For in that is benefit not
only for them, but for you too.
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And with this, let us send our peace and blessings upon the one
we have been commanded to send our peace and blessings
upon, as Allah says: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the
Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have
believed, ask [ Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [
Allah to grant him] peace. [Qur’an: 33:56]. So, O Allah, bestow
Your peace, blessings and grace upon our Master, our Prophet
and upon his family and all of his companions. And may Allah
be pleased with the Righteous Caliphs: Abu Bakr, Umar,
Uthman, Ali; and the noble companions of the Prophet, the
Sahaba, may Allah be pleased with all of them.
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