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O you who believe! Be mindful of Allah and let every person
look to what he has sent forth for tomorrow, and fear Allah.
Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what you do.)
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New Year Sermon Lz
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We ask Allah that he make this year new year full of Iman and
faith, good health, wellbeing <« contentment, source of peace
and protection for everyone InshaAllah. We ask that He allow
us to continue upon goodness and stability in our lives.

Indeed, the best way we can embark upon and aim to continue in
this new year is by increasing in performing good deeds.

So, the wise one i1s the one who observes himself and takes
himself to account, reflecting on what has passed and preparing
for what is to come.
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For those who do good in this world is good, and the home of
the Hereafter is better. And how excellent is the home of the
righteous. [Qur'an: 16:30]

The Prophet (PBUH) said:

ath L ) (g b Ale gl Sl calee G a3 e Y (g Y Al
"There will be none among you, but his Lord will talk to him, and
there will be no interpreter between him and Allah. He will look
to his right and see nothing but his deeds which he has sent

forward and will look to his left and see nothing but his deeds
which he has sent forward." [Bukhari]

Let us maintain continuous self-accountability, and persistently
seek what elevates our soul and maintains its happiness. Let us
our trust in Allah be unwavering, and let our ambition driven by
sound will, optimism, hope in Allah, tranquillity, and
righteousness.

The Prophet (PBUH) said:
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Righteousness is that which the soul is at ease with, and the

heart is tranquil with. Sin is that which causes uneasiness in the
soul and turmoil in the heart". [Ahmad]
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Therefore, the happy one is the one who holds himself
accountable and observes his soul to ensure its righteousness.
The years of our lives pass and continue to unfold, and our actions
are being recorded and our words and deeds are being written.
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Every small and great thing is enumerated. (Quran: 18:49).

For this reason, it is important for us to strive in performing
what Allah has enjoined upon us, in accordance with His saying:
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And establish prayer, give zakah, and whatever good you put
forward for yourselves—you will find it with Allah. (Quran:2:110).

Let us try being good to everyone, treating them with kindness,
fulfilling their rights, and avoiding any injustice towards them.

The Prophet (PBUH) said:

e AR ¢l aaie n 408V dallin 4 S0 G
Whoever has done wrong to his brother, whether concerning his
honour or anything else, let him seek his pardon." [Bukhari]

The first and foremost duty of a Muslim is the performance of
prayer:

ClBA GaY claal) &) gl (e Wy S S Bl L



New Year Sermon Lz

And establish prayer at the two ends of the day and at the
approach of the night. Indeed, good deeds remove sins. That is a

reminder for those who remember.
[Qur'an: 11:114]

Doing good deeds includes the drawing near to Allah through
seeking forgiveness and repentance, as Allah says:
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Except for those who repent, believe and do righteous work. For

them Allah will replace their sins with good deeds. And Allah is
always Forgiving and Merciful. [Qur'an: 25:70]

From that which increases good deeds is to interact with people
with good behavior.

The Prophet (pbuh) said:
agaladd A3Ua a8jla (alA agical Ule) Guiadal) (k]
The most perfect man in his faith among the believers is the one

whose behavior is most excellent; and the best of you are those
who are the best to their women."
[Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud]
This hadith makes it clear that the closest of those to Allah are
those with the best manners and behaviors, and this starts with
our family. This is why Allah rewards with good whomsoever is
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good in the raising and upbringing of their children and
whosoever is good in showing piety to their parents.

Similarly, whoever shows good to their neighbors, the orphans,
the poor, and shows good to whoever is in need of support, they
shall find themselves of those beloved to Allah, as He says:

And Allah loves the doers of good. [Qur'an: 3:134]
So, if a human being does that which he has been commanded to
do and does good to the creation of Allah, then he can be
hopeful of Allah's love and mercy to come to him. For Allah is
the best of those who reward good with good, and a person who

sincerely does good for the sake of Allah will have his reward
multiplied and increased by Him. Allah says:
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Whoever comes [on the Day of Judgement] with a good deed

will have ten times likewise [to his credit]
[Qur'an: 6: 160]
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So, let each of us try in adhering to righteousness for the sake of
Allah and His Messenger. In this regard a person should invest
their time in drawing near to Allah, doing goodness to creation,
such that one can attain unto Paradise, as Allah says:
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And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has certainly
attained a great attainment. [Qur'an: 33: 71]

Indeed, from the greatest of deeds of righteousness, is adhering
to the performance of the Friday prayer.

From that which is recommended on Jumuah is to increase in
one's dhikr such as the recitation of the Qur'an, especially the
recitation of Surah al-Kahf. Similarly, it is prescribed to engage
in much salawat and durood upon the Prophet (PBUH). As the
Prophet (PBUH) said:
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‘Indeed, the best of your days is Friday... So, send a great deal
of peace and blessings upon me on that day" [Abu Dawud]

So, O Allah, make us of those who invest time in doing goodness,
until we attain your special love and mercy.

And with this we ask You Allah that You send Your prayers and
blessings upon all the Prophets and Messengers especially our
Prophet Muhammad.

O Allah send Your peace and blessings upon him, and upon his
noble family, his companions.

And have mercy, our Lord, upon our fathers and mothers, and
upon whoever has a right upon us.

O Allah, confer upon us Your blessings and do not make us from
those who despair.

O Allah: bless us in this life with that which is good and in the

next life that which is good and save us from the hellfire.
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O Allah, please accept from us our deeds and increase us in
goodness and multiply for us our rewards.

I conclude my sermon by asking Allah's forgiveness for me
and you, so seek his forgiveness because He is the most
Forgiving, the most Merciful.
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